MULTICULTURALISM

INTEGRATING DEVICE:

(INTEREST, MOTIVATION)
The United Nations and associated sub-groups;

Children’s Rights and Responsibilities; 

The Environment; 

Multiculturalism - a total approach to caring.

CULTURAL CONTEXT:
LITERARY GENRES - Narratives

NON-NARRATIVE GENRES -  Rhyme, Humorous Verse

NON-LITERARY GENRES - Dictionary, Invitations, Reports, Letters, Discussions, Explanations, Instructions.

SOCIAL CONTEXT:

SUBJECT MATTER - Investigate U.N. groups, members, aims, operations.  Links with children’s rights, environment and its care, multicultural nations.

ROLES, RELATIONSHIPS -  Readers, writers, speakers, audience members, presenters, designers, observers, viewers.

MODE, MEDIUM -  Body language, vocal expression, written expression, audio-tapes, constructions, sketches, art works.

CONCEPTS -  Responsible decisions to meet needs for future. Culture influences values/actions of groups.  Countries are interdependent.  Society is responsible for resource management.  Socially responsible control needed.  Change is a constant condition.  Many cultural groups contribute to Australian society.

SKILLS

GENERIC STRUCTURE

Format:  Letter, Book, Invitation, Report

COHESION

Related words, conjunctions.

VOCABULARY

Extend, expand, antonyms, synonyms, meanings, uses.

GRAMMAR

Word bank words, nouns - common, proper, adjectives, verbs, pronouns.

INTONATION

Model - stories, poetry, advice - oral reading.

PRONUNCIATION

Relate to vocabulary, development and dictionary indicators.

PARAGRAPHING, PUNCTUATION

Capitals, full stops, commas, question marks, speech marks, exclamation, apostrophe, main related ideas into paragraphs.

WORD STRUCTURE

Base words, prefixes, suffixes, syllables, lettergroups - patterns.

SPELLING

Contract, SACAWAC, alphabetical order.

HANDWRITING AND KEYBOARDING

Joins exercises.  Typeright Sessions.  Keyboard instructions.

NON-VERBAL LANGUAGE

Body language, facial expressions - discuss and model.

VISUAL LANGUAGE

Sketches, pictures, diagrams, models, constructions, murals.

AUDITORY LANGUAGE

Music messages - music to cross barriers of language, culture, sounds of environment.

COMMUNICATIVE PROCEDURES

Composing spoken, written, visual responses related to theme.

Comprehending spoken, written and visual offerings.

KNOWLEDGE (OF AND ABOUT SUBJECTS)

KNOWLEDGE

U.N. -  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  How?  How does it work?

What areas does it cover?  What are children’s rights?  What responsibilities balance these?  Which organisation deals with the environment?  What about human rights?  Do human rights apply to all races, cultures?  Comparing people’s needs to environmental needs.

COMPREHENSION

Explain how ........

Retell in your own words ........

Sketch and label to show ........

Give examples to show ........

Report on ........

APPLICATION

Write about ........

What if ........?

Design/Create/Imagine ..........a pollution free transport, a new material to replace timber, a game for children of many cultural backgrounds.

ANALYSIS

Why do we need Children’s Rights?

Plus/Minus/Interesting and Black Hat/Yellow Hat classifying -

environmental practices, procedures for assisting migrants, local environment action.

Is the U.N. effective?

SYNTHESIS

Create a children’s book with a message for the environment or for children’s rights or for multicultural acceptance.

Plan a better school ground/backyard.

REFLECTIVE EVALUATION

Did we find enough information to help us to design and create appropriately? 

Did we ask questions about enough areas?  

Could we improve our results?  

What could we do differently?

KEY PROCESSES

THINKING

RESEARCHING

Identifying main points, key works.  Note-taking, planning organising.

Using more than one source.

INFORMATION PROCESSING

INTERPRETING

APPLYING

Generating, creating, problem-solving.

PARTICIPATING, DECIDING

Assessing, proposing, formulating, experimenting, expressing.

REFLECTING

Comparing, outlining, acting.

ACTIVE LEARNING STRATEGIES

Thinking aloud, sharing.  Pair problem solving.  Sketch to stretch.

Plus/Minus/Interesting.  Classifying - De Bono’s Hats.  Extending - Scamper, What if  .....?

ATTITUDES

TO LEARNING - Positives.  Interests.  Love of language, literature.  Enjoyment in achievement.  Challenging self toward development.

TO SELF -  Toward self-confidence through success - speaking, reading, writing.  Positive self-worth and assertiveness.  Risk taking.  What do you think?  How do you feel about ........?

TO OTHERS -  Respect.  Consideration.  Balance rights with responsibilities.  How would you feel .....?  What could you do which was acceptable .......?  When .....?

GROUPING, CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING -  Think and pair share.  Partner coaching.  Hot Potato.  Group Crossover.  Group Scamper.  Group classification - De Bono’s Hats.  Choice groups.  Needs groups.

REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES:

Writing letters for U.N. information.  Persuasive invitations for environmental opening.  Opinions, reports, explanations relevant to topic sub-tasks.  Reading articles, reports.  Listening to stories, poems, articles.  Publishing.  Discussing.

LIFE LIKE ACTIVITIES:

Diary entry in role of Secretary of U.N./or a sub-group - or as an immigrant to Australia who has differing cultural heritage.

Creating “news reports” - U.N. decision re environment, human rights.  Re-enacting a meeting of U.N. delegates discussing policy - children’s rights.

NEGOTIATED LEARNING ORGANISATION:

Brainstorming ideas, raising questions, electing ideas for follow-up.

Choices within contracts, art work, display.  Choices re groups, flexible seating,  physical room set up.  Acceptable and unacceptable behaviours.

SUPPORTED STUDY:

CONTEXTUAL -  Main ideas for reports.  Topic word banks.  Clarifying roles - discussions, groups.  Clarify social purpose for activities.

TEXTUAL -  Effective attitudes for presentations - firm, pleasant, assertive.  Appropriate images for explanations, invitation, persuasion, requests.  Use of capitals - headlines, captions.  Use of paragraphs - reports.

NEW GENRES/SKILLS

CREATIVE THINKING SKILLS:

SCAMPER to re-design and improve - an oil tanker, a diesel truck, a house (energy efficient, plantation timbers).

PLUS/MINUS/INTERESTING - cities, modern foods, transport.

DESIGN a pollution-free city, a school of the future.

CREATE a new form of transport which protects the environment.

IMAGINE a world without violence.

DRAW a perfect garden.

PLAN an environmentally sound playground, theme park, vehicle for children, safe place for children, children’s world, a children’s only weekend camp.

CREATE a poster to promote children’s rights.  (Design, impact, colour, clarity)

BUILD a rainforest - accurate reproduction.

BUILD a city - show crowding, pollution.

BUILD a “Solutions Corner” - gather ideas to preserve; reverse deterioration.

“What can we do” Segment.

MAKE recycled paper.

COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS AND PROCESSES:

ORAL PRESENTATIONS -

INDIVIDUAL -  personal item, hobby, interests, pets, clubs, sport.

PARTNERS -  design an environmental awareness game for children.  Promote through advertising - T.V., radio, magazine.

TEAM - roleplay, drama, re-enactment, mime.  Entertaining others.

SYNTHESISING ACTIVITIES

Contract tasks - notes, plans.

Rough drafts, proof reading, conferencing.

Designing, creating, making.

Publishing, sharing.

UNIT OBJECTIVES:

To use an integrated thematic approach to capitalise on interest and assist children in making sense of their studies and to facilitate the completion of the “big picture”.

To help children become aware of the world in which they live.

To foster in children a love of learning and a thirst for knowledge about the world around.

To develop in children a sharing and caring attitude to themselves, others and their environment.

To encourage children to communicate and co-operate and negotiate with their peers and adults.

To contribute to the development of the “whole” child to enable them to develop skills necessary to become active and informed citizens.
REFLECTION

The “What”  -

What questions can be raised?

What do you think about ......?

What will we research about?

What areas are important .....are there U.N. groups for - children, the environment, peace?

The “How”

How well did we pace our work?

How did our groups work?

How successful was our research?

How could we improve our efforts?

ASSESSMENT
CHECKLISTS  -  completion, coverage of all facets.
SELF & PEER EVALUATION  -  presentations, written pieces.

FOCUSSED ANALYSIS  -  Spelling skills, reading progress, comprehension.

OBSERVATION  -  anecdotal notes as pupils work.

CONSULTATION  -  conferences as work progresses  -  reading, writing, composing.

NEW SUBJECT MATTER

CONTENT AND KNOWLEDGE:

UNITED NATIONS

What is U.N.?  When started?  What tasks?  How operates?  Where funded?  Who does the work?  Which groups are for children?  What do they do for them?  How?  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?

GATHERING INFORMATION 

Newspapers, T.V., radio, video, film. books, brochures, pamphlets.  Research skills.

COUNTRIES OF THE U.N.

Which countries belong to U.N.?  Which countries were foundation members of U.N.?  Information re countries - capital, population, geography, industries, crops, cultural traditions and customs, family life, education.

MACGLOBE -  research countries

HYPERCARD -  data base of countries and agencies

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

The United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child - ten principles.

Commercial interests versus the rights of the child.

HEALTH/SCIENCE -  food values, food pyramid, vitamins, minerals, protein, carbohydrate.  Dangers e.g. too much sugar, salt; lack of fibre.  Children’s dietary needs - advertisements for junk food.  Water Contract - The uses and importance of water.  Experiments involving water and growing seeds.

H.R.E. -  “You Can Do It” Program for building self-esteem, confidence, good self-motivational skills, time management skills and good study habits.

FEELINGS AND ATTITUDES -  brainstorm words - groups (De Bono’s Hats)

Positive, Negative, Sad, Factual, Creative, Angry.  Mural of Children colour coded to the task, display with appropriate words.

MULTICULTURALISM

Commonwealth Games - major sporting competition.  Research countries which participate - capital, population, geography, traditional lifestyle, education, family life, festivals, industries, farming.

Multicultural World - comparative study.  Similarities/differences/needs.

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

What is the U.N. environment group?  What do they do?

Research the contents and needs of a rainforest.

Problem solve - seek solutions to loss of forest, species - alternative products.

Endangered species - Australia’s endangered creatures.  Chart and information.

Bringing birds into the garden - needs.

Environmental pollution - air, water, litter in general, noise.

The needs of the environment and the needs of people - the relationship between man and his environment.

ORIENTATING ACTIVITIES
To commence the unit, we read “A Children’s Chorus - U.N. Declaration on the Rights of the Child”.  We took an indepth look at the ten principles on children’s basic rights.  We used various group work strategies to discuss and apply these basic rights to our homes, our school - both in the playground and in our classroom.  From these discussions we formulated our list of classroom rights and responsibilities - our rules for effective learning in Mac 5.

We wrote a letter to the United Nations to gather information to enable us to commence researching our topic.  The children raised the following questions:

What is the U.N.?

What does it do?

Why and when was it started?

What countries belong?

How is it funded?

Where is its headquarters?

How is it controlled?

How often does it meet?

PROCESSES FOR INITIATING OUR UNIT OF STUDY:

Brainstorming

Group problem solving

Discussing

Literature

BRAINSTORM THEMATIC WORDS/IDEAS:


-  United Nations


-  Children’s Rights


-  Environment


-  Multiculturalism

LITERATURE:

“A Children’s Chorus”  (U.N. Declaration on Rights of Child)

“Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes”

“The King of the Cloud Forests”

“Julie of the Wolves”

LITERACY SKILLS, PROCESSES AND STRATEGIES:

CLOZE:  Knowledge of rainforest, U.N., Children’s Rights, Multicultural communities.  Descriptive words.

RECALL AND RECONSTRUCTION:  “Julie of the Wolves” - sharing of information, discussion.

“King of the Cloud Forests” - Research on the Yeti,  “Expressways” Vocabulary study on Himalayan Landforms, “Into Books and Beyond”  Word Puzzle on Book.

RESEARCH:  Key words, main ideas, note taking.

ENHANCING ACTIVITIES

Dictionary work  -  vocabulary meaning

Explanations, discussions

Guided reading - factual, informative

Exposure to expository text for facts

Stories

Verse

Invitations

Letters

WORD STUDY AND USAGE:

Antonyms, synonyms, meanings, sentences, tense, base words and word families, letter patterns, vocabulary extension, parts of speech, alphabetical order, prefixes, suffixes, syllables.

Personal spelling learning  -  Use of indexed book to record own words from writing, theme words, word banks.  These words are then added to contract spelling lists which children work through at their own level and pace.  Use of SACAWAC (Study And Cover And Write And Check) method of learning.

CREATIVE THINKING AND THE WRITING PROCESS

New words to “Frere Jacques” -  Syllables, rhymes, tune and rhythm  

e.g.:

“There is danger, there is danger



  Of great loss, of great loss


  Rainforests are dying, rainforests are dying.


  This must stop, this must stop”.

Appropriate words for labels and explanations.

Acrostic poems e.g.
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Personal acrostics  -  represent self.

ANZAC acrostics.

Learning tree/vine  -  reflection  -  what we learnt this week  -  writing processes.
Faces - blank - scenario/dilemma  -  children write conversational comments to suit.

Letter writing - to parents, to United Nations, John Farnham  (requesting him to perform at our concert to open our new Environmental Learnscapes).

Brainstorm ideas for writings in relation to children’s rights - each child to produce a page for a book  -  poem, rhyme, story, paragraph.

My wish for a Better World  -  children each produced a page for a United Nations Competition to produce a book entitled “Fifty Wishes for a Better World”.  Children also produced a second copy for our Class Book  “Our Wishes for a Better World”.

Write reports on steps involved in re-building the school environments.

Opinions -  Should the environment be protected?  Why?

Should white and coloured people have the same rights?  Why?

Should people be able to keep and share their different cultures?  Why?

Should all people have access to the same medical care?  Why?

Should we share all the world’s food equally?  Why?

Note taking  -  relevant information, main ideas.

